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Brief History

One of the first school districts in Illinois, District 87 was formed in 1857, when it hired
Abraham Lincoln for some legal work. Bloomington public high school occupied the second
floor of the old Wilkins’ Seminary for its first year, and moved to another building in 1858. The
first graduating class consisted of two members in 1864, and by 1877 contained over thirty
students.

The first building dedicated to high school education was at the corner of Evans and Taylor
streets, where it occupied the upper floor. In 1867 it moved again to the upper floor of the
building on the corner of Empire and Park streets.

In 1869, the second Bloomington High School was built on the corner of Monroe and Oak streets
(now between Prairie and Gridley streets on Monroe). The Romanesque Revival-style building
was designed by local architects William Reeves and John Bailee and featured a cross-gable
roof, masonry walls and a tall corner tower, It was dedicated in January 1897 and used until
1917. The building burned in 1933 and was demolished. The third edifice of Bloomington High
School, designed by local architect Arthur Pillsbury, was built between 1915 and 1917. Of all
the buildings housing the high school, this is the oldest still standing, at 510 E. Washington
Street, and was the city’s only public high school for more than 40 years. The building was
added to the National Register of Historic Places on April 19, 2018

The present Bloomington High School, located at 1202 East Locust Street in Bloomington,
opened in 1959. The lead designer was Normal native A. Richard Williams. During his
distinguished career in the firm of Lundeen and Hilfinger, Williams established the Mid-
Continent Modern style of architecture, characterized by minimalist simplicity, functional
pragmatism, and environmental harmony. Bloomington High School is an exemplar of the
International Style of architecture. Design elements include the flat roof, large expanse of
windows, metal casements, slender columns, and absence of architectural embellishments. The
most striking feature is the gym’s "scalloped" cantilevered trusses. In 1967, district voters
approved a $5.3 million bond referendum, with about $3.1 million of that set aside to double the
size of the existing high school.

In 2020, almost 1390 students were enrolled at Bloomington High School in grades 9-12.
Athletics include a full range of individual and team sports, including football, basketball,
baseball, softball, soccer, volleyball, tennis, swimming, diving, wrestling, track and field, cross
country, golf, cheerleading, and pompons. School clubs also meet on a wide range of topics.

The school’s colors are purple and gold. The school dropped its mascot, a Native American chief
head, in 2001 because it was deemed offensive. The students of the school at that time voted not
to replace the mascot but to still be called the Purple Raiders.

Scope

Initial folders in this collection contain documents relating to construction and dedication of the
three buildings devoted to Bloomington High School. Subsequent folders include course



descriptions and handbooks; issues of The Aegis newspaper; programs from music, dance and
theater productions; commencement and graduation events; and programs for basketball and
football games.

Box and Folder Inventory

Box 1

Folder 1: 1897 Building and Dedication

1.1.1 Specifications for High School building

1.1.2 Dedication program, January 1, 1897

1.1.3 “Sealed Proposals for High School Building,” Daily Leader, November 1, 1895

1.1.4 “The Bids Rejected,” Daily Leader, November 5, 1895

1.1.5 “New High School Building,” Daily Bulletin, November 7, 1895

1.1.6 “Formally Dedicated,” Pantagraph, January 2, 1897

1.1.7 Photo of “The present Bloomington High School” in The Alumni Aegis, 1906.

1.1.8 Photos of the first high school Building (Wilkin’s Academy); second school (Old
Christian Church); third school (Old Emerson School); fourth School; and Fifth
School in The Alumni Aegis, 1906.

Folder 2: 1917 Building and Dedication
1.2.1 Dedicatory Exercises invitation
1.2.2 Dedicatory program, March 26, 1917 (2 copies)
1.2.3 “Two Stories of New High School Erected,” Pantagraph, July 2 1915

Folder 3: 1959 Dedication
2.2.1 Dedication and Open House program, October 4, 1959 (2 copies).

Folder 4: Course Description Guides
1.4.1 Program of Studies, 1970-71, 1 p.
1.4.2 Course Description Guide, 1975-1976
1.43 Course Description Guide. 1984-1985

Folder 5: Handbooks
1.5.1 The Pathfinder, A Freshmen Handbook. 1935-1936
1.5.2 1964-65 Student Handbook

1.5.3 Freshmen Educational Program Planning Bulletin
Folder 6: Teachers’ Recognition Dinner
1.6.1 Teachers’ Recognition Dinner program, June 2, 1966

1.6.2 Teachers’ Recognition Dinner program. May 24, 1973

Folder 7: Parent-Teacher Organizations
1.7.1 Parent-Teacher Club, 1915-1916 event booklet, 2 copies.
1.7.2 Parent-Teacher Association, calendar of events, etc., 1967-68

1.7.3 Parent-Teacher Association, 1975-1976 annual.



Folder 8:

Aegis

See newspapers collection for later editions.

1.8.1
1.8.2
1.8.3
1.8.4
1.8.5
1.8.6
1.8.7

Folder 9:
1.9.1
1.9.2
1.9.3
1.94
1.9.5
1.9.6
1.9.7
1.9.8
1.9.9
1.9.10
1.9.11

1.9.12
1.9.13
1.9.14
1.9.15
1.9.16

1.9.17

Folder 10:

1.10.1
1.10.2
1.10.3
1.10.4
1.10.5
1.10.6
1.10.7
1.10.8
1.10.9
1.10.10
1.10.11
1.10.12
1.10.13

Senior Number, Vol. II, No. 9, June 1898

Vol. III, No. 4, Dec 1898. First page partly cut away.
Vol. III, No. 5, Jan 1899.

Vol. I, No. 7, Mar 1899.

Vol. III, No. 8, Apr 1899.

The Girls’ Aegis, Vol. III, No. 9, Mat 1899.

The Aegis Literary Magazine, May 13, 1954. 8pp.

School Events and Activities
Program for joint meeting of the Websterian and Cresconian Societies, Dec 20, 1889
Seniors eligible to hold office, 1905-1906
Boys’ Debating Club, undated, likely 1918
Basketball schedule, 1927-1928
Junior-Senior Prom, 1935
June Week, 1936
Annual Stunt Show, likely 1935-1936
Junior-Senior Prom, June 3, 1942
Style Show, April 18, 1947.
"Every Style a Star," Style Show from clothing classes, May 23, 1951
Ninth Annual Conference, Central District, IL, Student Librarians Assoc. March 30,
1963
Art Exhibit program, May 4-May 31, 1963
Student Activities Directory, 1975-1976
Basketball schedule, 2016-17
Basketball schedule, 2017-18
Photo of "Hotshots" 1952, scan of 8x10 photo, identification on reverse, and
explanatory note dated February 2, 2022.
Class AA Boys State Final Basketball Tournament program, March 21-22, 1975.

Music and Dance Programs
Band Concert, March 21, 1920
Public School Concert Series, Mme. Sturkow-Ryder, program, November 10, 1920
Annual Concert of the Bloomington High School Orchestra, March 15, 1923.
Annual Spring Concert of the Concert Band, May 23, 1947.
Annual Christmas Vesper Concert, December 11, 1949
Green Door Dance Assembly, January 31, 1957.
Annual Christmas Vesper Concert, December 11, 1960
The Big Twelve Music Festival, March 25, 1961
Spring Concert, May 12, 1961
Senior Vesper Service, June 4, 1961
Brigadoon, November 17 and 18, 1961
Christmas Vesper Concert program, December 10, 1961
“Inside United Nations,” Senior Girl’s Dance Assembly program, February 9, 1962



1.10.14
1.10.15
1.10.16
1.10.17
1.10.18
1.10.19
1.10.20
1.10.21
1.10.22
1.10.23
1.10.24
1.10.25
1.10.26
1.10.27
1.10.28
1.10.29

Folder 11:

Concert Band program, March 22, 1962

The Big Twelve Music Festival, March 31, 1962

“May Melodies,” Annual Spring Concert program, May 11, 1962

Christmas Vesper Concert program, December 9, 1962

Concert Band program, December 13, 1962

“Decisions ‘63,” Senior Girls’ Dance assembly program, February 15, 1963
“Rhapsodies of Spring,” Annual Spring Concert program, May 3, 1963
Christmas Vesper Concert, December 15, 1963

Christmas Vesper Concert, December 5, 1965

Christmas Vesper Concert, December 11, 1966

Annual Spring Concert, May 11, 1967

Senior Vesper Service, June 4, 1967

Christmas Choral Vespers, December 8, 1968

“Music Is Peace,” Choral Music Department Spring Concert, May 29, 1971
“The Requiem Mass in D Minor” Choral department, program, April 8, 1973
“Great Songs of America,” Choral department, invitation, February 15, 1976

Theater

Programs unless otherwise noted.

1.11.1
1.11.2
1.11.3
1.11.4
1.11.5

1.11.6
1.11.7

1.11.8

1.11.9

1.11.10
1.11.11
1.11.12
1.11.13
1.11.14
1.11.15
1.11.16
1.11.17
1.11.18
1.11.19
1.11.20
1.11.21
1.11.22

1.11.23
1.11.24

“Uncle Rube,” Presented by Senior Class, program, 1901

“Mr. Bob,” presented by Class ‘05, program, 1905.

“The Merchant of Venice Up-to-Date,” Senior Class, April 2-3, 1909.

“Sherwood,” by Alfred Noyes, January 27-31, 1914.

“The Tempest,” Dedication play by BHS alumni, program, February 27-28, 1917 (2
copies).

“The Fortune Hunter,” Presented by Senior Class, program, May 11-12, 1917

“My Lady’s Dress,” Red Cross Benefit presented by Senior Class, program, May 17,
1918

“Copperhead,” Presented by Senior Class, program, March 14, 1924

“Grumpy,” Presented by Dramatic Club, program, May 2, 1924

“The Boomerang,” Presented by Dramatic Club, program, October 24, 1924

“Tillie the Mennonite Maid,” Presented by Class of 1925, program, March 13, 1925
“The Goose Hangs High,” Presented by Dramatic Club, program, April 23, 1925
“Adam and Eva,” Presented by Dramatic Club, program, October 30-31, 1925
“Minick,” Presented by Class of 1926, program, March 12-13, 1926

“Seven Keys to Baldpate,” Presented by Dramatic Club, program, April 22, 1927
“So This is London,” Presented by Senior Class, program, February 25-26, 1927
“The Blimp,” Presented by Dramatic Club, program, November 4, 1927

“Daisy Mayme,” Presented by Senior Class, program, February 17-18, 1928
“Tommy,” National Thespians, Troupe 131, February 24 and 25, 1938.

“A Full House,” Presented by National Thespians Troupe 131, November 3-4, 1938
“Ever Since Eve,” All School Play, program, November 12-13, 1942

“You Can’t Take It With You,” Presented by Senior Class, program, March 4-5,
1943

“Seven Sisters,” Presented by Dramatic Club, program, April 29-30, 1943

“Best Foot Forward,” Presented by Dramatic Club, program, November 4-5, 1943



1.11.25

1.11.26
1.11.27
1.11.28
1.11.29

1.11.30

1.11.31

1.11.32

1.11.33
1.11.34

1.11.35

1.11.36

1.11.37
1.11.38
1.11.39
1.11.40
1.11.41
1.11.42
1.11.43

1.11.44
1.11.45
1.11.46
1.11.47
1.11.48
1.11.49
1.11.50
1.11.51
1.11.52

1.11.53
1.11.54

Folder 12:
1.12.1

1.12.2
1.12.3

“Cheaper by the Dozen,” Presented by Dramatic Club, program, November 17-18,
1943

“Life of the Party,” by Dramatic Club, October 25-26, 1946. 2 copies.

“Her Royal Highness Miss Jones,” an operetta , November 25-26, 1946.
“Ramshackle Inn” mystery face, May 16-17, 1947.

“A Date with Judy,” by the Dramatic Club, November 21-22, 1947. 2 copies plus
one ticket.

“The Eyes of Tlaloc,” by Senior Class, April 23-24, 1948. 3 copies, one autographed
presumably by participants.

“Nancy Ann Crashes Broadway,” Bloomington High School Dramatic Club,
November 12-13, 1948

“Meet Me In St. Louis,” Bloomington High School Dramatic Club, February 25-26,
1949

“Brigadoon,” program, November 17-18, 1961

“The Diary of Anne Frank,” Presented by Senior Class, program, February 22-23,
1962

“Pure as the Driven Snow,” Presented by Drama Department, program, May 4-5,
1962

“3 one-act plays: The Intruder, Early Frost, Foursome,” Presented by Drama
Department, program, November 15-16, 1962

“The Music Man,” program, February 7-9, 1963

“January Thaw,” Presented by Senior Class, program, April 26-27, 1963

“You Can’t Take It With You,” Presented by the Senior Class, January 28-29, 1966
“Ten Little Indians,” Senior play, April 28, 29, 1967

“The Crucible,” Bloomington High School presents, November 17 an 18, 1967
“The Rainmaker,” Senior Class play, April 26 and 27, 1968

“The Teahouse of the August Moon,” Bloomington High School presents, November
22 and 23, 1968

“Tartuffe,” Senior Class play, April 25 and 26, 1969

“Dear Me, the Sky Is Falling,” Presented by the Senior Class, May 1, 1971

“The Sound of Music,” Bloomington High School presents, November 17, 18, 19 .
“The Rector” and “A Scrap of Paper,” senior class play, April 6 and 8, 1912.
“Elizabeth,” by Rachel Crothers and “Tommy’s Wife,” Dec 6 & 7, 1912.

"Dear Ruth," by Norman Krasna, April 20 & 21, 1951.

"Daddy Long-Legs" by Jean Webster, May 2 & 3, 1952.

"The Late Christopher Bean" by Sidney Howard, March 7 & 8, 1952.

"Come Over To Our House" by Marrijane and Joseph Hayes, November 21 & 22,
1952.

"A Play Festival of Four One-Act Plays," February 27 & 28, 1953.

"Night of January 16th" by Ayn Rand, May 1 & 2, 1953, autographed

Basketball State Championships
State Championship ticket, March 11-12, 1910 and State Championship ticket March
19-20, 1909
State Championship Basketball team commemorative booklet, 1916
“Fourteen men make trip,” Pantagraph, March 9, 1916



1.12.4

1.12.5
1.12.6
1.12.7

1.12.8

1.12.9

1.12.10
1.12.11
1.12.12
1.12.13
1.12.14
1.12.15
1.12.16
1.12.17

1.12.18

Folder 13:
1.13.1
1.13.2
1.13.3
1.13.4
1.13.5
1.13.6
1.13.7
1.13.8
1.13.9
1.13.10
1.13.11
1.13.12
1.13.13
1.13.14
1.13.15

Folder 14:
1.14.1
1.14.2
1.14.3
1.144
1.14.5
1.14.6
1.14.7

“Bloomers off for scene of fray,” “Entry list for state finals,” Daily Bulletin, March
9,1916

“Bloomington High vs. Joliet tonight,” Pantagraph, March 10, 1916
“Bloomington beats Joliet in great game,” Pantagraph, March 11, 1916

“Youth and speed win championship,” Includes recap and box score. Pantagraph,
March 13, 1916

“Steps leading to a state championship,” Includes All-state selections, Pantagraph,
March 13, 1916

“Comment of the Decatur papers on the results of the tournament,” Pantagraph,
March 13, 1916

“No post mortems of state tournament,” Pantagraph, March 14, 1916

“Bonfires proclaim student jubilation,” Pantagraph, March 14, 1916

“Bonfire ends big celebration,” Daily Bulletin, March 14, 1916

Biographies of players, created in 2006

George Morrison “to enter Northwestern,” Daily Bulletin, September 22, 1918
“G.R. Morrison, People’s Bank president, dies,” Pantagraph, November 16, 1959
References to McMurry from archive scrapbook M-8, date not given

“Vergne Greiner taken by death,” Pantagraph, October 23, 1918 and “Vergne
Greiner funeral will be held today,” Pantagraph, October 24, 1918

“BHS last crowned state champs in 1916,” Pantagraph, March 12, 2006

Commencement and Graduation Events, 1800s to 1920s
Seventh Commencement program, June 8, 1876, 2 copies
Thirteenth Commencement program, June 8, 1882
Sixteenth Commencement program, June 11, 1885
Class of 1898 commencement invitation
Twenty-Fifth Annual Commencement program, June 2, 1899
Class of 1904 reception for class of 1903 program, March 14, 1903
Class of 1904, October 25, 1904
Class of 1904, Cap sizes?, undated
Class of 1921 commencement announcement
Class of 1923 photo scan
Annual Senior-Junior party program, 1927
Class of 1927 photos, Daily Pantagraph
Commencement exercises program, June 3, 1927
Commencement exercises program, June 1, 1928
Commencement exercises program, June 7, 1929

Commencement and Graduation Events, 1930s to present
List of January graduates, 1932
Commencement exercises program, June 10, 1932 (original and copy)
Commencement exercises program, June 2, 1933
Commencement exercises program, June 1, 1934
Commencement exercises program, January 25, 1935 (copies).
Diploma, Leota Christiana Rheim, June 5, 1936
Commencement Exercises, June 5, 1936



1.14.8
1.14.9
1.14.10
1.14.11
1.14.12
1.14.13

1.14.14
1.14.15
1.14.16
1.14.17
1.14.18
1.14.19
1.14.20
1.14.21
1.14.22
1.14.23
1.14.24
1.14.25
1.14.26
1.14.27
1.14.28
1.14.29
1.14.30
1.14.31
1.14.32

Folder 15:
1.15.1
1.15.2

Folder 16:
1.16.1
1.16.2
1.16.3
1.16.4
1.16.5
1.16.6
1.16.7

Folder 17:

Commencement exercises program, June 4, 1937

BHS June week program 1940 (vespers, prom, banquet, commencement, etc)
Diploma, Elva Lorraine Peasley, June 7, 1940 (later Elva Jones)

Vesper service of the January graduating class, January 18, 1942
Commencement exercises program, January 23, 1942 (3 copies)

Class of 1943 commencement announcement, Ruth Aliene Lester plus additional
copy.

Commencement exercises program, June 4, 1943

Commencement exercises program, January 21, 1944

Diploma, June Phyliss Mandler, January 21, 1944.

Vesper service, January 16, 1944

Class of 1946 Senior Week program, June 2-7, 194

Ticket for 1947 commencement, Jun 6, 1947

Class of 1947 Senior Week program, Jun 1-6, 1947

Class of 1947 Banquet, Jun 5, 1947.

Commencement exercises program, June 4, 1948

Commence Exercises program, May 27, 1954.

Invitation to commencement, June 8, 1960

Program of Senior Events, May 19-June 8, 1960

Vesper Service program, June 3, 1962

Class of 1962 Senior Event program, May 16-June 5, 1962

Commencement exercises program, June 5, 1962, 2 copies

Vesper Service program, June 2, 1963

Class of 1963 Senior Event program, April 26 — June 4, 1963
Commencement exercises, May 31, 2001 (2 copies—first booklet contains ticket).
Commencement Exercises, May 31, 2005 (2 copies)

Alumni Association
“High School Alumni list of those who graduated,” Classes 1864-1905
Tenth Annual Banquet of the Alumni Association program, June 9, 1911

Miscellaneous
Flyer, “To Whom It May Concern,” complaint against school principal, ca. 1924
Essays, Bloomington High School Raider Symbol Discussion Papers, 1999 — 2001
"Every Style a Star," Style Show from clothing classes, May 23, 1951
Himlaspelet (The Road to Heaven) 1 p. commentary on the film, ¢ 1952-54.
Text Books in Use 1896-97. 4 pp.
Text Books in Use 1899-1900. 4 pp.
“The ‘89 RUSH is over,” 16 pp supplement to the annual Aepix.

“My Commencement” book, Class of 1909

Commercially published book in which to paste news clippings, photographs, and other
mementoes, compiled by an unknown BHS Class of 1909 graduate (Dodd, Mead and Co.,

1909)



Box 2

Folder 1:
2.1.1

2.1.10
Folder 2:
2.2.1

222

223

224

Basketball programs 1978-1987
Raiders Illustrated 1978-79 Official Basketball Magazine, photos of BHS boys and
girls teams and coaches, rosters of BHS varsity, Lincoln varsity, and Lincoln
sophomore teams.
Raiders Illustrated 1978-79 Official Basketball Magazine, photos of BHS boys and
girls teams and coaches, rosters of BHS varsity, Morton varsity, and Morton
sophomore teams.
Bloomington High School Basketball 1979-80 program, photos of BHS varsity team,
coaches and cheerleaders, rosters of BHS, Mattoon, Stephen Decatur, and Olympia
varsity teams.
Bloomington High School Basketball 1979-80 program, photos of BHS basketball
and wrestling teams, coaches, and cheerleaders, rosters of BHS, Galesburg, Lincoln,
and Champaign Central varsity teams.
1979 Class AA Sectional championship tournament program, photos of BHS varsity
team and cheerleaders; photos of teams from Champaign Central, Bradley-
Bourbonnais, and Joliet Catholic.
Bloomington High School Basketball 1980-81 program, photos of BHS teams and
cheerleaders, rosters of BHS, Lincoln, and Champaign Central varsity teams.
Bloomington High School Basketball 1981-82 program, photos of BHS teams,
coaches, and cheerleaders, roster for BHS, Danville, and Lincoln varsity teams.
Bloomington High School 1982-83 Basketball program, photos of BHS teams,
coaches, and cheerleaders, rosters for BHS, Pontiac, and Lincoln Community varsity
teams.
Bloomington High School 1984-85 Basketball program, photos of boys and girls
teams cheerleaders, and coaches, rosters for BHS, Champaign Centennial, Lincoln
Community, and Stephen Decatur varsity rosters.
Bloomington 1986-87 Souvenir Basketball Magazine, photos of BHS teams, pompon
squad, cheerleaders, and marching band.

Basketball programs 1988-1994

Ilinois 1988 March Madness Sectional Program, photos and rosters of varsity
basketball teams and cheerleaders from BHS, Manual, Peoria Central, and Metamora.
Bloomington Basketball 1988 Souvenir Yearbook, group photos of returning
lettermen, BHS basketball teams, cheerleaders, pompon squad, and bands; individual
photos and bios of varsity players, coaches, and staff; team rosters.

Bloomington Basketball 1990-91 Souvenir Yearbook, group photos of returning
lettermen, BHS and BJHS boys and girls basketball teams, cheerleaders, pompon
squad, and bands; individual photos and bios of varsity players, coaches, and game
personnel; team rosters.

Bloomington Basketball 1991-92 Souvenir Program, group photos of returning
lettermen, BHS and BJHS boys and girls basketball teams, cheerleaders, pompon
squad, and band; individual photos and bios of varsity players, coaches, and game
personnel; team rosters.



2.2.5

Folder 3:
2.3.1
232
2.3.3
234
2.3.5
2.3.6
2.3.7

2.3.8

239

2.3.10

2.3.11

2.3.12

2.3.13

2.3.14

Bloomington Basketball 1993-94 Souvenir Program, group photos of lettermen, BHS
and BJHS boys and girls basketball teams, cheerleaders, pompon squads, and band;
individual photos and bios of varsity players, coaches, and game personnel; team
rosters.

Football programs 1966-1992
Football program, homecoming, 1956.
Football roster, November 11, 1966.
Football roster, September 29, 1967.
Football roster, October 6, 1967.
Football roster, October 25, 1968.
Program, 1975 season. 12pp.
Bloomington High School Football program 1982, photos of teams, varsity
cheerleaders, coaches, rosters for BHS and Mattoon varsity teams.
Bloomington High School Football program 1986, photos of teams, varsity
cheerleaders, coaches, rosters for BHS, Rantoul, Urbana, MacArthur, and Eisenhower
varsity teams.
Bloomington Football 1987 Souvenir Program, photos of teams, coaches,
cheerleaders, and band; individual photos of varsity players; records and roster.
Bloomington Football, Program 1987, group photos of BHS teams and cheerleaders;
roster of BHS, Lincoln Community, Champaign Centennial, and Stephen Decatur
teams.
Bloomington Football 1989 Souvenir Program, photos of teams, coaches,
cheerleaders, and band; individual photos of varsity players; records and roster.
Ilinois High School Football Playoffs, 1990 Souvenir Program, BHS vs Mt. Carmel
semi-final game program, BHS team photo, rosters for BHS and Mt. Carmel.
1991 IHSA Football Playoff Championship Games program, group photos of BHS
team and cheerleaders, roster, and stats on pp. 26-28.
Bloomington Football 1992 Souvenir Program, photos of teams, coaches, and band;
individual photos of varsity players and cheerleaders; records and roster.



